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LUCKNOW: Expressing con-
cern over the lack of focus on
research work in universities,
vice-president M Hamid Ansar{
on Thursday said that only 1%
of the enrolled students were
pursuing research, which
according to him, was a “dis-
turbing phenomenon”.

According to him, in 2009
India stood 11th in terms of
thenumber of papers published,
17th in terms of the number of
citations, and 34th in terms of
the number of citations per
“Our contribution to the
world's scientific publications
was amere 3.5% as compared to
21% from China,” he said while
speaking on ‘The challenge in
higher education’ during the
56th annual convocation of
Lucknow University.

“As aresult, there have been
fewer patents. The total number
of patent applications filed by
Indians in 2010 comprised only
0.3% of the total applications
filed globally. The picture is no
better in social sciences and
humanities. In social sciences,
India is ranked 12th with 1.18%
of global publication share com-
pared to China’s thirdrank with
5.14% share,” he emphasised.

Ansari was concerned over
budgetary allocations to higher
education and research incen-
tives. “We spend only around
1.2% of the GDP on higher
education, which is much less
than other big developing coun-
tries such as Brazil and China.
The use of technology in higher
education remains limited and
standards of research and teach-
ing inour universities are below
international standards withno
Indian university finding a place
in the top 200 rankings of insti-
tutions globally,” he said.

PROBLEM DIAGNOSED

In its recent report, the
Parliament's Standing
Committee on human resource
development sought to diagnose
the problem. “It observed that
traditional universities in our
country are so overburdened
with imparting undergraduate
and postgraduate education and
managing the affiliation system
that they are not able to focus on
research,” he said.

POOR ENROLMENT OF
DALITS

Despite India having the
third-largest higher education
system in the world (652 uni-
versities and 33,000 colleges),
enrolment of dalits and minori-
ties in higher education was still
low.

Hesaid, “Thed
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LU’S 56TH CONVOCATION

Only 1% students in varsities
pursuing research: Ansari

MATTER OF CONCERN India spends only 1.2% of GDP on higher education, which is much
less than other big developing countries, says vice-president
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= Vice-president M Hamid Ansari (ce;tm) felicﬂéting a student during the Lucknow University's annual convocation on Thursday. Also seen in
the picture (from right) Dr RA Mashelkar, former director-general, CSIR, CM Akhilesh Yadav, Governor BL Joshi and LU VC SB Nimse.
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‘GOLDEN MOMENTS’ FOR THE ACHIEVERS

Motivated by vice-president M
Hamid Ansari and inspired by
Padma Vibhushan Prof RA
Mashelkar, medal winners and
graduating students of

Lucknow University are deter-
mined to take up quality
research work. Their aim: create
new knowledge and contribute
to the general pool of informa-
tion.

Roma Dubey, 23, who was feted
with the Chancellor’s Gold Medal
for being the best student in all
the faculties, said that sheis
determined to pursue PhD in
Economics at some point of time.
An economics honours from LU
with 71.92% marks in 2011, Roma
did her Master’s in business eco-
nomics and secured 85.89% in the
2013 examination.

Currently working with a private
sector bank, she also aspires to
crack the civil services examina-
tion, "I love reading books and
travelling. Robin Sharma and
Geeta Piramal are my favourite
authors. The credit for this
achievement goes to my teachers
and my parents,” Roma told HT.

DIG AT TEACHERS

Hesaid, “On thelr part, teach-
ers cannot be absolved of their
responsibility. While the condi-
tion of university teachers have
improved considerably inrecent
vears, the same cannot be said
about the quality and quantity
of their inputs in teaching and
research.”

Reports of absenteeism
make disturbing reading.
Performance appraisal is lack-
ingori and parochial-

sections of the society, including
SCs/STs, minorities and women
have significantly lower enrol-
ments than the national aver-
age. Less than one-fifth of the
estimated 120 million potential
students are enrolled in higher
education institutions, which
is well below the world average
of 26%."

ismand inbreeding have added
to a noticeable decline in the
esteem in which teachers were
earlier held.

In many universities, par-
ticularly those funded by state
governments, budgetary short-
falls lead to faculty positions
deliberately being kept vacant,
he said.

= Medal winners and graduates jubilate.

Srivastava told HT that she was
keen to do PhD in criminal law.
She is also preparing for civil and
judicial services examinations.
Shipra Mishra, who bagged the
Chancellor’s Silver Medal for the
best student of all the faculties of
post-graduate classes, wants to
become an entrepreneur so that
employment avenues could be
created for UPites.

Nupur Agarwal, who post-gradu-
ated from LU, received 11 medals

ematics and statistics.

Dr Chakravarti Gold Medal for
Service was awarded to Amitabh
Srivastava for good behaviour and
the Vice-Chancellor’s Gold Medal
was bagged by Yogita Bhatt for
being the best NCC cadet.

Besides, 10 Chancellor’s Bronze
Medals will also be conferred on
final year undergraduate students
- Ageel Ahmad and Tusha Pandey
in BA part-Ill, Swati Yadav and
Ambrish Singh in BSc (final).

GIRLS DOMINATE
MEDAL TALLY

Governor BL Joshi said it was
heartening to see that maxi-
mum medals were bagged by
qirls. Female students having a
greater share in the medal pie
was an encouraging thing, espe-
cially ina country where female fit-
eracy rate was lower than males.
TAP POTENTIAL OF
YOUNGSTERS: CM

Chief minister Akhilesh Yadav
called upon the professors to
take universities in the state to
greater heights. He said it was
time India tapped the potential
of its young work force and used
it to the country’s advantage.

V-C ON GROSS ENROLMENT
RATIO

LU VC SB Nimse said that
higher education in India has
to expand quantitatively to
increase the Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER) to 30% by 2020
and at the same time improve
qualitatively.

Ample opportunities for world-class
research in India, says Mashelkar

LUCKNOW: With his short but
inspirational speech, Padma
Vibhushan Dr RA Mashelkar,
former director-general, CSIR,
touched the hearts of LU stu-
dents on Thursday.

Overwhelmed after receiv-
ing the D Sc (Honorls Causa)
by LU, the scientist struck the
right connect with the students
when he described LU as “our
university”.

He said there were ample
opportunities to carry out
world-class research even in
India.

“All mv research. which has

won me the global recogni-
tion, has been done in India,
in CSIR, the only organisation
that I have worked for. I thank
CSIR for giving me an oppor-
tunity to show that one can do
world-class research in India.
To me, sclentific research was
a spiritual experience,” said
Mashelkar,

These words drew thunder-
ous applause from the graduat-
ing students. Speaking about
LU, he said: “I feel truly privi-
leged and honoured to receive
this honour: This is something
special for me. because I receive

it from a university with great
history, heritage and standing.”

He said, “Teaching dis-
seminates known knowledge.
Research creates new knowl-
edge. And innovation converts
knowledge into wealth and
social good.”

He remembered his mother,
who despite extreme poverty
and hardships, encouraged him
to go for higher studies.

Mashelkar expressed grati-
tude to his two teachers - Prof
MM Sharma, and Prof CNR Rao
- who were recently conferred
with the Bharat Ratna. HTC
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Indian scientists see cancer cure in plants

Vanita Srivastava

= Vania. shmsslavavhmmswm mes.com

NEW DELHE A chemical found
in several vegetables and
fruits can come in handy

in the treatment of cancer,
claim scientists at Kolkata-
based Chittaranjan National

Cancer Institute (CNCI) after

a preliminary study:
Phytochemicals, a sub-
stance that occur naturally in
plants to protect them from
diseases, can help lower the
drug dosage administered to
cancer patients and reduce its
side effects, said Madhumita

Dailvbhaskar.com

GREEN SOLUTION

= Phytochemicals, a substance that occur naturally in plants,

may boost anti-cancer drugs

= They can help kill tumour cells faster

# The combined usage may also allow lewering drug dosage,
reducing the side effects of medicines

Roy, head of the CNCI envi-
ronmental carcinogenesis and
toxicology department.

“If phytochemicals and
anti-cancer drugs are used
together, they have the
advantage of Killing tumour
cells faster than the con-

ventional technigues and
allow the use of lower drug
concentrations, reducing the
toxicity of the drug.

“Further clinical research
needs to be carried out to
prove the role of phytochem-
fcals,” Roy said.

IIT-JEE Mains and Advance to be one exam from 2015
” The year 2015 will be an easy year for all engineering students as the All central government-

According to her, phyto-
chemicals may prevent the
formation of potential car-
cinogens - a substance that
can cause cancer - and block
their action.

“Certain proteins are over
expressed in cancer cells;
these are known as tumour
markers. Phyvtochemicals
target these proteins.”

Cancer cells grow in the
body through a multi-step
process known as carcino-
genesis, which involves ini-
tiation, promotion and metas-
tasis - the spread of tumours
in other parts of the body.

funded engineering schools, including the Indian Institutes of Technology (I1Ts), will choose
students through a common entrance examination in 2015.

mlnlstry has decided. IITs across India have already been informed about it.

Accordlng to government ruling, all engineering colleges will have to conduct common
counseling for students in 2014.

Candidate who wants to get into IITs needs to crack JEE advance whereas all the government
funded technical schools, including the National Institutes of T echnology (NITs) and the Indian
*| Institutes of Information Technology (I11Ts) use JEE Main scores for admission.

This page printed from: htip://daily. bhaskar.com/article/EDU-itf ee-mains-and-advance-to-be-one-exam-from-2015-4487966-

NORhtind?seq=1



Page 3 of 14

Pranab: Let’s reclaim our top position in higher education

J. Balaji

Time has come for India, which once had such world famous universities as Takshashila, Nalanda and Vikramashila, to
reclaim its premier position in higher education, President Pranab Mukherjee said on Thursday.

Presenting the Pravasi Bharativa Samman Awards at the 12th Pravasi Bharativa Divas, which concluded here, he said:
“Time has now come for us to reclaim our leadership position in the world as far as higher education is concerned. Qur
efforts to increase ‘quantity’ must be matched with commensurate efforts to improve ‘quality.” We must lead our
institutions into the ranks of the best in the world.”

As visitor to all Central universities, II'Ts and NITs, he had been travelling the length and breadth of India, pointing out
that the country needed world-class universities and had not produced a Nobel Prize winner since Sir C.V. Raman. “I
have been urging our educational institutions to invest more in research and development and pursue greater
international linkages by establishing collaborations with foreign universities and inviting the best of faculty from
across the world to come and teach in our institutions.”

Key role

Overseas Indians, with their experience, expertise and knowledge, gained as a result of their life abroad, could be of
immense benefit to India. They could play an extremely important role in helping the education institutions of India,
most of which were their Alma Maters, rise to the world-class status. They could be catalysts in transforming Indian
higher education institutions and instilling in them a culture of excellence as well as the spirit of innovation.

Mahatma Gandhi’s grand-daughter Ela Gandhi, Australian senator of Indian origin Lisa Maria Singh and Ramakrishna
Mission in Fiji were among the 13 recipients of the Pravasi Bharatiyva Samman Award. Ela Gandhi was honoured for
public service, enhancing India’s image and promoting ties between India and South Africa.

Keywords: Pravasi Bharativa Samman Awards, Indian education

Printable version | Jan 10, 2014 2:48:05 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pranab-lets-reclaim-our-top-
position-in-higher-education/article5559483.ece
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IIT-KGP to set up research parks in Kolkata

TANS

Indian Institute of Technology-Kharagpur (ITT-KGP) will expand its base here through research and innovation parks,
an official release said Monday.

The move aims at merging industry and academia as well as fostering international collaborative studies.

The hubs would give scope to young scientists from the institute to not only enhance their academic prospects but also
boost their entrepreneurship skills, the release said.

IIT-KGP plans to set up parks at Gopali, Kansabati and Rajarhat, besides the existing one at the Kharagpur campus.

"The hubs would be a merger of all these areas. The project is on...and the first building would come up by early 2o015,"
project in-charge Joy Sen told IANS.

"The parks will be an extension of IIT-Kharagpur in the state capital,” he said.
The first Park will be developed in Kolkata.

I't will have facilities to house collaborative research laboratories of partner organisations, incubation units, and other
academic and research facilities. ITANS

Printable version | Jan 10, 2014 2:49:10 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school /iitkgp-to-set-
up-research-parks-in-kolkata/article5559191.ece

© The Hindu
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With no AICTE, students to miss 6,000 free seats

DC | 22 hours 36 min ago

Bangalore: With AICTE almost becoming non-functional after the central government vested
power in the University Grants Commission (UGC), the COMED-K affiliated private engineering
colleges of the state have decided not to implement the supernumerary quota (free seats) in their
colleges from 2014-15. This means poor meritorious students will miss 6,000-plus free seats in
the state.

AICTE had introduced the free seat scheme two years ago. Under the scheme, every
engineering college must give five seats over and above the sanctioned intake to students from
poor families.

So, If a college has an annual intake of 100 in computer science, it has to admit five students
from poor families, taking the actual intake to 105.

In Karnataka, the Karnataka Examination Authority (KEA) was authorised to fill up these seats
through counselling.

This free seat quota will be abolished in private colleges from the next academic year.

Speaking to this newspaper, Dr. Panduranga Setty of RV Engineering College said, “AICTE had
introduced this scheme. Financially we are not in a position to offer free seats to anyone. We
have made our decision clear to the state government.”

Such a decision has not gone down well with students who want to avail of the free seats.
Vijay Shet, a Il PUC student said private colleges are trying to make education like a business.

“The free quota seats were over and above the sanctioned intake. Colleges need not count them
for their expenditure. AICTE introduced this scheme to make technical education accessible
even for poor students. This decision is not fair,” he said.

An official in the higher education department says the decision is not final. “Colleges put forth a
proposal in this regard at a meeting held recently.

“‘But at the end of the day they can’t run away from their responsibilities. If students demand and
pressurise, the colleges can’t say no to these seats,” he said.
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Govt meeting today on AICTE role

S last year ruled that regulator was not empowered to lay down rules for technical courses
Manu Balachandran | New Delhi January 10, 2014 Last Tpdated at 00: 25 T5T

The human resource devel opment mini stry has called a meeting on
Friday to discuss ways to restore the powers of the A1l India Council for
Technical Education (ATCTE).

About 200 business schools are waiting for a decision, ahead of the
Common Admizsion Test resultz next weels

& senior ministry official said: “There i3 an internal meeting to decide on
giving further power to AICTE. The TGC (UTniversity Grants
Classroom image via Cotnmission) cannot regulate the institutions and with the matter being a
whuttersiock serious one, the ministry wants to decide on the amendment to the

ATCTE Act soon.” The mintstry would seek the opinton of wvarious
parties, including ATICTE and TTGC,

The Supreme Court had, 1n a ruling last year, quashed the powers of the technical education regulator, saying
the council was not empowered to lay down rules for technical courses. This had made the AICTE only an
adwizor in the technical education space. Then, TG C had 15sued a circular in December, bringing all technical
and professional schools under 1ts ambit.

According to sentor officials, the ministry was looking at an interim arrangement, so that AICTE could set
standards for technical institutes and higher education. The ministry had explored options, including the
introduction of an ordinance, to restore the powers of the regulator but faled.

“We are hoping that the HED ministry takes a decision tomorrow We are waiting and watching,” said
Chowdhar: Prasad, charman-admissions at T A Pa Institute of Management.

IManagement institutes 1n the country have also expressed unhappiness at the revised UGC guidelines, which
bade autonomous management institutes to seek fresh approwvals from local universities.

Earlier, Tnion Minister for HED Pallam Eapu told Business Stan dard his ministry was locking to bring an
Acttorestore the relevance of ATCTE “We are worling on it and hope to getit approved soon. "We had
planned an ordinance but we do not think we will go ahead with that,” Eaju had sad.

ATCTE had filed a review petition against the order, saving the authonty had played the role of a regulator for
many years and it couldn’t suddenly become wrong. “We do not want to damage students’ future. There

could be a tremendous amount of explottation and unstructured growth, We do not want that to happen,”
ATCTE Charman Shankar = Mantha had said The petition 15 still pending.
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How ISRO developed the indigenous cryogenic engine

By Har Pulakiat ET Bureau | 9 Jan, 2014, 07.24AM IST Post a Comment

The year was 1987. V Gnanagandhi, head of the cryogenic engine project at the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), wanted to set up a high-pressure hydrogen plant in
Mahendragiri near Thiruvanathapuram. But an official from the supplier of the machinery, a
German company called Messers Grieshem, suddenly threw a spanner in the works. "There
are snakes and elephants on the roads in India," he told them. "How can | come there?"

Gnanagandhi reached a compromise with the Grieshem executive. He need come only as
far as Mumbai; the entire ISRO team would meet him there. He agreed. The German—his
name is now forgotten—agreed to sell the machinery, but was also inquisitive. "Why do you
need a high-pressure hydrogen facility?" he asked. "WWe are using it to launch rockets,"
came the answer. "You cannot just fill an engine tank with high-pressure hydrogen," he told ~ 7he journey was shot through with frustrations, technolgy
the ISRO team. "It will evaporate in no time." The ISRO engineers, thus, learned a thing or f;ﬁi;”;:::ﬁzzz ;’;i’f:;z::jg::oﬁvebpmnm
two about dealing with hydrogen at high pressure.

A few days ago, Gnanagandhi retired after watching his baby fly on a Geostationary Launch

Vehicle (GSLV), marking the culmination of a journey that was shot through with frustrations, =~ ET SPECIAL: ‘

technology denials, quiet diplomacy and sheer hard work. After two decades of i?ezﬁ;mus“me Ischingyey

development, India developed the cryogenic technology, giving it the much-needed

After along ~ ..IndiaJoinsa

Journey... - & smallGroup
> FIRST SUCCESFUL
FLIGHT

capability to launch medium-sized satellites in a geostationary orbit, and joined an exclusive club of six nations. But on that day in 1987, at
their Mumbai Guest House, ISRO engineers, led by Gnanagandhi, were taught a thing or two about hydrogen under pressure by their
German guest.

Obtaining The Engine

Brought into the nascent cryogenic engine team in 1984, Gnanagandhi had begun his job with clean slate. He had not even heard about
the cryogenic engine. He didn't know how to get liquid oxygen or liquid hydrogen, let alone how to use them in an engine. But he learned
quickly, set up the facilities, and made a one-tonne prototype engine by 1988. It blew up during a test. "WWe had used liquid nitrogen to
clean the nozzle," says Gnanagandhi. "And nitrogen solidifies and clogs the nozzle at liquid oxygen temperatures.”" ISRO was led by UR
Rao at that time. ISRO had been planning larger rockets.

Cryogenic engines were absolutely essential to put satellites in geostationary orbit, but the technology was difficult and a closely guarded
secret. India had offers of engines. US firm General Dynamics offered first at a high price, and so did the French. It was then that Russia,
which was going through difficult times, offered it at a reasonable price. India signed a deal in 1991 for two engines and the technology.



Page 7 of 14

Everything looked good, but soon wasn't The Americans pressurised the Russians into reneging on the deal, saying its engines will be
used for nuclear missiles.

ISRO would get the engines but not the technology. UR Rao went to talk to the Americans, and to tell them something that everybody
knew: cryogenic engines cannot be used in a missile. But the US had strong commercial interests in denying India the technology. Rao's
meeting with vice-president Al Gore was futile.

Rao then negotiated with the Russians. "l told them that | had paid them too much money for just two engines," says Rao. "If you are not
giving me the technology, give me six more engines." Eventually ISRO got seven engines. However, flying them was not a simple matter
as there were no data about their performance. The engines that ISRO got hadn't been flown yet in any rocket. ISRO engineers
discovered they had to work hard to make the engines fly in their launch vehicle. "We found that the Russian engines did not perform as
well as we expected," says Vishnu Kartha, who now heads the cryogenic project.

Developing The Technology

If flying the Russian engines was hard, copying the engine design was harder. The Russians had designed these engines in the 1960s but
not flown them, probably because they were still not flight ready. Moreover, they used a technology— called stage combustion—that was
efficient but difficult. It made the engine a bit heavy but gave the highest efficiencies for a specific amount of propellant. The indigenous
engines had to be exactly like the Russian engines: the GSLV has already been planned based on them.

The Indian government gave a formal approval to the Cryogenic Upper Stage (CUS) project in 1994, The budget was Rs 300 crore. ISRO
then made a key decision quite in keeping with its tradition: involve the private industry from the beginning. "We didn't want to first develop
the technology and then transfer it," says BN Suresh, now Vikram Sarabhai distinguished professor in ISRO.

The two major partners were Godrej and the MTAR Technologies. Godrej set up the rotary vacuum brazing facility in Mumbai. Brazing
was a key and difficult technology, and setting up the facility took more than a year. MTAR made the turbo pump and some other
components.

The sophistication of the cryogenic engine would be obvious from a few simple facts. The liquid hydrogen is kept at -253 degree
centigrade. The turbo pump operates at 500 degree centigrade and rotates 40,000 times a minute. The combustion temperature is around
3,000 degree centigrade.

The pressure inside the combustion chamber is 60 times the atmospheric pressure. The chamber wall has to withstand the high pressure
and temperature. No material can withstand a temperature of 3,000 degree centigrade, and so the combustion chamber wall has to be
cooled.

Lift Off

ISRO's cryogenic team made the first 7.5-tonne engine in 2000. It blew up while being tested. The hydrogen valve had prematurely
closed, affecting the oxygenhydrogen ratio in the combustion chamber. "We became failure-hardened," says Mohammed Mulsim, head of
the cryogenic project at that time. "After each failure we went back not to the Russian engines but to the drawing board." They succeeded
finally in 2002. The indigenous cryogenic engine was qualified in 2003. It took another four years to integrate it with the GSLV. But the first
flight failed in 2010, as the engine shut down three seconds after ignition.

ISRO then conducted a thorough review of the entire GSLV project. For the cryogenic engine, special vacuum testing facilities were
created at Mahendragiri. By 2013 end, every likely cause of failure was looked into. A few days before the GSLV flew on January 5, ISRO
officials conducted a review meeting to clear the vehicle for launch. Such meetings usually take several hours. This one ended in 45
minutes. Every possibility had been analysed, and project leaders were quietly confident.

When it flew, the GSLV put the satellite into orbit with a precision never possible with the Russian engines. "We took a long time to
develop the engine," says ISRO chairman K Radhakrishnan, "but all countries took 10-15 years to develop cryogenic technology." ISRO
now has to develop a more powerful engine, to put a 4-tonne satellite into geosynchronous orbit. The older generation that led the first
cryogenic engine development has retired. It has been such a long journey, it gave the younger generation now in command a deep
understanding of cryogenic technology. And they have long stints left in ISRO.
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Business Standard

'Super earths' have earth-like climate, life next?

IANS | New York January 09,2014 Last Updated at 10:58 IST

super earths or massive terrestrial planets dotting our galaxy the Milley Way, may have more earth-like
climate then scientists have ever thought

Eegardless of massz, these 'super earths' store most of their water in the mantle and would have both oceans
and exposed continents - enabling a stable climate such as earth's, claimed researchers.

"Our new model challenges the conventional wasdom which says super earths actually would be very unlike
earth -- each would be a waterworld, with 1ts surface completely covered in water," said Micolas B. Cowan, a

post-doctoral fell ow at Northwestern TTniversity's Centre for Interdisciplinary Exploration and Eesearch in
Lstrophysics (CIEEA ) 1n Chicago.

In their model, researchers treated the intngumng exoplanets like earth, which has quite a bat of water 1n 1ts
mantle - the rocky part that makes up most of the volume and mass of the planet.

"Water 15 constantly traded back and forth between the ocean and the rocky mantle because of plate tectonics.
The division of water between ocean and mantle 1z controlled by seafloor pressure, which 15 proportional to
gravity," sald Donan Abbot, assistant professor in geophysical sciences at University of Chicago.

e can put 80 times more water on a super earth and still have its suttace look like earth. These massive
planets have enonmous seafl oor pressure and this force pushes water into the mantle," Cowan told the
gathering at the meeting of the Amencan Astronomical Society (A4 5) in Washingten, DC.

"It doesn't take that tnuch water to tip a planet into being a waterwotld. If earth was 1 percent water by mass,
we'd all drown, regardless of the deep water cycle," he satd

"Whether or not vou have a deep water cycle really matters for planets that are one one-thousandth or one
ten-thousandth water," confirmed Abbot.

The ability of super earths to maintain exposed continents 15 important for planetary climate. On planets with
exposed continents, like earth, the deep carbon cycle 1s mediated by surface temperatures, which produces a
stabilising feedbaclk (a thermostat on geclogical timescales), the researchers added.
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New Delhi: The Union Caf)i-
net on Thursday cleared a
proposal to create 10,000 new
MBBS seats in government
medical colleges.

At present, there are
around 22,500 MBBS seats in
government colleges.

There are 381 medical col-
leges — both government
and private — in the country
with around 50,000 MBBS
seats registered with the
Medical Council of India
(MCI). The proposal is aimed
at increasing the number of
doctors to reduce the doctor-
patient ratio from the cur-
rent 1:2000 to 1:1000. This is
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Cabinet clears addition of
10,000 more MBBS seats

Plan Seeks To Reduce Doc-Patient Ratio From 1:2000 To 1:1000

also likely to increase
availability of doctors in the
hinterland where people
have to travel long distances

crore. The total investment
for one MBBS seat is approxi-
mately Rs 1.20 crore.

Under the scheme, the

to get medical
treatment.

The proposal
mooted by the
health ministry
relates to the
centrally spon-
sored scheme
for upgrade of
stateand central
medical colleg-
es. A government statement
said thespendingforthis will
be Rs 10,000 crore.

While the central assist-
ance will be Rs 7,500 crore,
states’ share will be Rs 2,500

funding pat-
tern will be
90:10 by cen-
tral and state
government
respectively
for northeast-
ern states and
special catego-
ry states.

This is per-
haps the largest ever addi-
tion of MBBS seats in the
country in one go. The gov-
ernment had last week clear-
ed a proposal by the health
ministry ‘to set up 58 new

-

Bench reserves verdict on 44 deemed universities

Legal Correspondent

‘Court will grant two months to UGC to submitits report to Cenitre’
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medical colleges in states
with central assistance and
upgrade of district hospitals,
thus helping create 5,800
more MBBS seats.

Since 2000, the govern-
ment has created 9,300 medi-
cal seats, almostasmanyasit
did in half a century from
1950 till 2000. But private
medical colleges added at
least 17,700 MBBS seats in the
sameperiod.

The private sector taking
over medical education in a
big way has been a concern
for the government and stu-
dents alike because of the
spiralling costs, question
marks over quality and a
sharp geographical skew.

The Supreme Court on Thursday reserved verdict on a batch of petitions on regulation of deemed universities and
indicated that it would ask the University Grants Commission (UGC) to reassess the standard of education in the 44
Deemed Universities which were sought to be de-recognised on the basis of the Tandon Committee’s report.

A Bench of Justices K.8. Radhakrishnan and Vikramajit Sen after hearing counsel for various deemed universities said

it would grant two months time to the UGC to submit its report to the Union Government after examining the

infrastructure and hearing these 44 DUs. The Bench said it was referring the matter to the UGC as the government did
not consult the UGC before taking a decision to appoint the Tandon Committee and to act on its report to de-recognise

them.

Justice Radhakrishnan observed “We can’t bypass the UGC. Its views were not sought So, the matter should be
referred to it Letit go to the UGC and then to the government. We will not discard the Tandon committee report. At
the same time we will not give our stamp of approval to you.”

Keywords: deemed varsity issue, University Grants Commission

Printable version | Jan 10, 2014 2:48:39 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bench-reserves-verdict-
on-44-deemed-universities/article5559484.ece
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11T Chennai comes up with largest student festival of South
India, Saarang 2014

India TV News Desk [ Updated 09 Jan 2014, 16:48:28 ]

Chennai: I1T-Madras’s cultural festival Saarang has begun here on January 8 and will continue till January 12.
Saarang is considered the largest student festival of South India.lt is organized every year by IIT Madras.

The fest has become an integral part of Chennai’s city culture. This is one event the city’s youth looks forward
to.

The five-day festival will have special shows by violinists Ganesh—Kumaresh, dancer Sonal Mansingh, music
composers Salim-Sulaiman and singer Benny Dayal. A rock show will feature the Architects, a metal core band
from the UK.

Apart from music and dance events, the cultural fest will have debates, quizzes, elocution competitions,
dramatics and mono-acting events. Personalities such as Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Manu Jospeh, Mahesh Dattani
and Leela Samson will present lectures and demonstrations.

According to the reports the collection from the tickets will go to charity. Last year the collection swelled up to
‘68 lakh, and this year they expect it to be at least ‘65 lakh.
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